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Conservation of Daguerreotype Housing

— From the Collection of The Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography
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Abstract Daguerreotypes are extremely delicate and sensitive to environment and therefore housing is inevitable. In this case,
housing stands for mounting the object for protection and often is a part of the object itself. Therefore, when treatment is
performed to the housing, its value and characteristic must be taken into account. Through the two case studies from the
collection of Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, an overview of mounting and housing will be presented. It
evaluates the problems related to the original housing, and the applied conservation method and techniques are described.
The rehoused Daguerreotypes are now less vulnerable to environmental contamination and can be accessed safely for

handling, display and storage.
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Fig. 1 Photographs of the Daguerreotype for the case study 1 before treatment, left: recto, right: verso
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Fig. 2 Photograph of the Daguerreotype for the case study 1, opened
package showing the verso of the Daguerreotype taped onto
the window mount

Fig. 3 Window mount with layers of papers
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Fig. 4 Diagram of the construction of Daguerreotype housing
Top: before treatment

. Paper tape

. Glass

Paper window mount

. Daguerreotype

. Paper board

. Backing paper

7. Ribbon and metal ring

Bottom: after treatment

1' Tape made of neutral paper and coloured with black ink

2' Original glass

3" Original paper window mount with the gaps and surround-
ings filled with neutral paper and mount board to minimize
air space

a Sheet of neutral paper

4" Daguerreotype

b Sink mount made from layers of neutral board

6' Backing paper lined with Japanese paper

7' Ribbon and metal ring
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Fig. 5 Photographs of the Daguerreotype for the case study 2 before treatment, left: recto, right: verso

Fig. 6 Photograph of the Daguerreotype for the case study 2, opened
package showing the verso of the Daguerreotype taped onto
the window mount
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Fig. 7 Scanning Electron Micrograph of alkaline droplets on the cover
glass
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Fig. 8 X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrum of the cover glass
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Fig. 9 X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrum of the droplets transferred to a plastic film
Solid line: measured at the point of droplet
Dark area: measured at the base film
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